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We add suffixes to _________________________ to compare people, 
places, or things (nouns). 

A suffix is: _______________________________________________________ 

 

When comparing 2 things:        When comparing 3 or more 
things: 

We add the suffix: __________ we add the suffix: ________ 

Example: 

Mercury is smaller than Earth. (comparing two things) 

Mercury is the smallest planet of all. (comparing more than 
two things) 

If a word ends in a 
consonant, then y, we usually: 

1. Drop the y 
2. Replace it with an i 
3. Add –er or –est 

Ex: dry ----- drier 

If a word ends in a short vowel 
and consonant, we double the 
final consonant before adding   

–er or –est: 

Ex: fit -------- fitter 

 

For some adjectives, we 
do not add the suffixes 
–er or -est to compare 
them: 

Exciting –more exciting –

most exciting 
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Activity A: 

Place cards from your pouch into the “word” column. With your dry erase marker, write the appropriate suffix. Remember: Some 

adjectives may not take the –er or –est suffixes.

Word 
Comparative: 

Adding –er to compare 2 things 
Superlative: 

Adding –est to compare 3 or more 
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Card Set 1: 
Cut out and 
place in 
pouch on 
back of 
Notebookin
g page.  
Use for 
sorting 
activity 
(Activity 1) 

 

 

 

deep tall small 

cool wild mild 

young soft short 

old hard long 

bright loud cold 

tall steep warm 

smooth sharp great 
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Card Set 2: 
Mixed 

(some other 
things may 
have to be 

done before 
adding –er 
and –est or 
you can’t 
add them) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Print these out on a different color paper than set 1. 

pretty happy older 

smart bad hot 

fun unusual expensive 

spicy amazing large 

sleepy fit terrible 

slim exciting green 

sweet good ugly 
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Activity 2:  

Choose five of the adjectives from your word column. Write each word in a sentence. Then write two more sentence for that word, using 
the comparative and superlative forms. Try to keep the sentences similar for each word. 

 

Eg.   

Maryam is tall. 

Maryam is taller than Jamilah. 

Maryam is the tallest girl in class. 


