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Pillars or Requirements of Prayer? 

 

 

 

 

Using the Pillars and Requirements List, if needed 

place a mark under the appropriate column to signify whether each prayer part is a pillar or requirement 

 

Part Pillar? Requirement? 

Sending Salaat on the Prophet (salla Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam)  x  

All of the Takbeers except for the Opening Takbeer  x 
The Final Tashahhud; x  
Sitting for final tashahhud x  
The (final) two Tasleems x  
Standing, if one has the ability to do so x  
The opening Takbeer; x  
Rising from Bowing x  
Saying Subhaana Rabby al-A'alaa  x 
Saying Rabb Ighfir Lee  x 
Reciting Surah Al-Faatihah x  
Saying "Subhaana Rabby al-'Adheem"  x 
Bowing x  
Saying Rabbanaa wa Lakal-Hamd  x 
Remaining tranquil x  
Saying Sami'a Allaahu Liman Hamidahu  x 
Prostrating on all seven limbs x  
The first Tashahhud  x 
Sitting between the two prostrations x  

 

The pillars are that which if one fails to perform any of them out 
of forgetfulness or intentionally, his prayer is rendered invalid 

because of his abandoning it. 

 

The requirements are that which if one fails to perform any of them 
intentionally, his prayer is rendered invalid due to his abandoning it, but 
if he leaves any of them due to forgetfulness, he is obligated to perform 

the (extra) prostrations for forgetfulness (at the end of the prayer). 
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Pillars and Requirements of Bed 

The pillars

 

 are that which if one fails to perform any of them out of forgetfulness or intentionally, his prayer 
is rendered invalid because of his abandoning it.  

The requirements

The pillars of the prayer are fourteen: 

 are that which if one fails to perform any of them intentionally, his prayer is rendered 
invalid due to his abandoning it, but if he leaves any of them due to forgetfulness, he is obligated to 
perform the (extra) prostrations for forgetfulness (at the end of the prayer). And Allaah knows best. 

(1)  Standing, if one has the ability to do so; 
(2)  The opening Takbeer; 
(3)  Reciting Surah Al-Faatihah; 
(4)  Bowing; 
(5)  Rising from Bowing; 
(6)  Prostrating on all seven limbs;[10] 
(7)  Erecting oneself from it; 
(8)  Sitting between the two prostrations; 
(9)  Remaining tranquil (i.e. not rushing) during all of these pillars; 
(10)  Maintaining the same sequence; 
(11)  The Final Tashahhud; 
(12)  Sitting for it; 
(13)  Sending Salaat on the Prophet; and 
(14)  The (final) two Tasleems. 
  
 Ibn 'Abbaas reported that Allaah's Messenger (sallAllaahu 'alayhi wa sallam) said: 
  
«I have been ordered to prostrate on seven limbs: on the forehead – and he pointed to his nose – the (palms of the) 
hands, the knees and the toes of the feet.» [Reported by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim] 
 

Its requirements are eight: 

  
(1) All of the Takbeers except for the Opening Takbeer; 
(2) Saying "Subhaana Rabby al-'Adheem" [Perfect is my Lord, the Most Great] while bowing; 
(3) Saying "Sami'a Allaahu Liman Hamidahu" [Allaah hears the one who praises Him] – this applies to the one leading the 
prayer and the one praying alone; 
(4) Saying "Rabbanaa wa Lakal-Hamd" [Our Lord to You belongs the Praise] – this applies to everyone; 
(5) Saying "Subhaana Rabby al-A'alaa" [Perfect is my Lord, the Most High] while prostrating; 
(6) Saying "Rabb Ighfir Lee" [My Lord, forgive me] while in between the two prostrations; 
(7) The first Tashahhud; and 
(8) Sitting for it. 
  

Source: Prophet’s Prayer Described 

 


